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Two seemingly unconnected events heralded the
summons of Mr. George Smiley from his dubious
retirement. The first had for its background Paris, and
for a season the boiling month of August, when
Parisians by tradition abandon their city to the scalding
sunshine and the bus-loads of packaged tourists. (John
Le Carre, Smiley's People, Bantam Books, p.1)
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