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It seems increasingly likely that I really will undertake
the expedition that has been preoccupying my
imagination now for some days. An expedition, |
should say, which | will undertake alone, in the comfort
of Mr Farraday's Ford; an expedition, as | foresee it,
will take me through much of the finest countryside of
England to the West Country, and keep me away from
Darlington Hall for as much as five or six days. (Kazuo

Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day, Vintage
International, p. 3)
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The idea of such a journey came about, | should point
out, from a most kind suggestion put to me by Mr
Farraday himself one afternoon almost a fortnight ago,
when | had been dusting the portraits in the library. In
fact, as | recall, | was up on the step-ladder dusting the
prtrait of Viscount Wetherby when my employer had
entered carrying a few volumes which he presumably
wished returned to the shelves. On seeing my person,
he took the opportunity to inform me that he had just
that moment finalized plans to return to the United
States for a period of five weeks between August and
September.  Having made this anouncement, my
employer put his volumes down on a table, seated
himself on the chaise-longue, and stretched out his legs.
It was then, gazing up me, that he said. (1bid)
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It semed in the end there was little else to do but
actually to raise the matter again with Mr Farrady.
There was always the possibility, of course, that his
suggestion of a fortnight ago may have been a whim of
the moment, and he would no longer be approving of
the idea. But from my observation of Mr Farraday
over these months, he is not one of those gentlemen
prone to that most irritating of traits in an employer --
inconsistency. There was no reason to believe he
would not be as enthusiastic as before about my
proposed motoring trip -- indeed, that he would not
repeat his most kind offer to 'foot the bill for the gas'.
(Ibid, p. 12)
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