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He was appointed one of the Assistants of the
Examiner of India Correspondence; officers whose
duty it was to prepare drafts of despatches to India, for
consideration by the Directors, in the principal
departments of administration.
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It was my obvious duty to be one of the small
minority who protested against this perverted state of
public opinion. ...
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On learning, however, in the spring of 1819, about
a year after the publication of the History, that the
East India Directors desired to strengthen the part of
their home establishment which was employed in
carrying on the correspondence with India, my father
declared himself a candidate for that employment, and,
to the credit of the Directors, successfully. He was

appointed one of the Assistants of the Examiner of
India Correspondence; officers whose duty it was to
prepare drafts of despatches to India, for consideration

by the Directors, in the principal departments of
administration. In this office, and in that of Examiner,

which he subsequently attained, the influence which
his talents, his reputation, and his decision of

character gave him, with superiors who really desired
the good government of India, enabled him to a great
extent to throw into his drafts of despatches, and to
carry through the ordeal of the Court of Directors and
Board of Control, without having their force much
weakened, his real opinions on Indian subjects. In his
History he had set forth, for the first time, many of the
true principles of Indian administration: and his
despatches, following his History, did more than had
ever been done before to promote the improvement of
india, and teach indian officials to understand their
business. If a selection of them were published, they
would, I am convinced, place his character as a
practical statesman fully on a level with his eminence
as a speculative writer.
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