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A book which contributed largely to my
education, in the best sense of the term, was my
father's History of India. It was published in the
beginning of 1818. [ During the year previous, while
it was passing through the press, | used to read the

proofsheets to him; or rather, | read the manuscript to
him while he corrected the proofs. The number of new

ideas which I received from this remarkable book, and
the impulse and stimulus as well as guidance given to
my thoughts by its criticisms and disquisitions on
society and civilization in the Hindoo part, on
institutions and the acts of governments in the English
part, made my early familiarity with it eminently
useful to my subsequent progress. And though | can
perceive deficiencies in it now as compared with a
perfect standard, [J I still think it, if not the most, one
of the most instructive histories ever written, and one
of the books from which most benefit may be derived
by a mind in the course of making up its opinions.

The Preface, among the most characteristic of
my father's writings, as well as the richest in materials
of thought, gives a picture which may be entirely
depended on, of the sentiments and expectations with
which he wrote the History. Saturated as the book is

with the opinions and modes of judgment of a
democratic radicalism then regarded as extreme; and
treating with a severity, at that time most unusual, the
English Constitution, the English law, and all parties
and classes who possessed any considerable influence
in the country; he may have expected reputation, but
certainly not advancement in life, from its publication;
nor could he have supposed that it would raise up
anything but enemies for him in powerful quarters:
least of all could he have expected favour from the
East India Company, to whose commercial privileges
he was unqualifiedly hostile, and on the acts of whose
government he had made so many severe comments:
though, in various parts of his book, he bore a
testimony in their favour, which he felt to be their just
due, namely, that no government had on the whole
given so much proof, to the extent of its lights, of
good intention towards its subjects; and that if the acts
of any other government had the light of publicity as
completely let in upon them, they would, in all
probability, still less bear scrutiny.
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