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The other circumstance is the extraordinary energy
which was required to lead the life he led,
with the disadvantages
under which he laboured from the first,
and
with those (the disadvantages)
which he brought upon himself by his marriage
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O In this period of my father's life there are two
things which it is impossible not to be struck with: O
one of them unfortunately a very common
circumstance, the other a most uncommon one. [
O The first is, that in his position, with no resource
but the precarious one of writing in periodicals, he
married and had a large family; conduct than which
nothing could be more opposed, both as a matter of
good sense and of duty, to the opinions which, at least
at a later period of life, he strenuously upheld. O 0O
The other circumstance is the extraordinary energy
which was required to lead the life he led, with the
disadvantages under which he laboured from the first,

and with those which he brought upon himself by his
marriage.0 O It would have been no small thing,

had he done no more than to support himself and his
family during so many years by writing, without ever
being in debt, or in any pecuniary difficulty; O
holding, as he did, opinions, both in politics and in
religion, which were more odious to all persons of
influence, and to the common run of prosperous
Englishmen in that generation than either before or
since; [0 and being not only a man whom nothing
would have induced to write against his convictions,

but one who invariably threw into everything he wrote,
as much of his convictions as he thought the
circumstances would in any way permit: [ being, it
must also be said, one who never did anything
negligently; O never undertook any task, literary or
other, on which he did not conscientiously bestow all
the labour necessary for performing it adequately. O

O But he, with these burthens on him, planned,
commenced, and completed, the History of India; O

and this in the course of about ten years, a shorter
time than has been occupied (even by writers who had
no other employment) in the production of almost any
other historical work of equal bulk, and of anything
approaching to the same amount of reading and
research. 0 O And to this is to be added, that
during the whole period, a considerable part of almost
every day was employed in the instruction of his
children: [ in the case of one of whom, myself, he
exerted an amount of labour, care, and perseverance
rarely, if ever, employed for a similar purpose, in
endeavouring to give, according to his own
conception, the highest order of intellectual education.
0
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O O It would have been no small thing, had he done no
more than to support himself and his family during so
many years by writing, without ever being in debt, or
in any pecuniary difficulty.

O O But he, with these burthens on him, planned,
commenced, and completed, the History of India.

O O And to this is to be added, that during the whole
period, a considerable part of almost every day was
employed in the instruction of his children.
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O But though these exercises in history were never a
compulsory lesson, there was another kind of
composition which was so, namely, writing verses,
and it was one of the most disagreeable of my tasks.
0 Greek and Latin verses | did not write, nor learnt
the prosody of those languages. [0 My father,
thinking this not worth the time it required, contented
himself with making me read aloud to him, and
correcting false quantities. 0 | never composed at
all in Greek, even in prose, and but little in Latin. O
Not that my father could be indifferent to the value of
this practice, in giving a thorough knowledge of those
languages, but because there really was not time for it.
[0 The verses | was required to write were English.
OO When | first read Pope's Homer, | ambitiously
attempted to compose something of the same kind,
and achieved as much as one book of a continuation
of the lliad. 0 There, probably, the spontaneous
promptings of my poetical ambition would have
stopped; but the exercise, begun from choice, was
continued by command. O Conformably to my
father's usual practice of explaining to me, as far as
possible, the reasons for what he required me to do, he
gave me, for this, as | well remember, two reasons
highly characteristic of him: one was, that some things
could be expressed better and more forcibly in verse
than in prose: this, he said, was a real advantage. O
The other was, that people in general attached more
value to verse than it deserved, and the power of
writing it, was, on this account, worth acquiring. [
He generally left me to choose my own subject, which,
as far as | remember, were mostly addresses to some
mythological personage or allegorical abstractions;
but he made me translate into English verse many of
Horace's shorter poems: | also remember his giving
me Thomson's "Winter" to read, and afterwards
making me attempt (without book) to write something
myself on the same subject. [0 The verses | wrote
were, of course, the merest rubbish, nor did | ever
attain any facility of versification, but the practice

may have been useful in making it easier for me, at a
later period, to acquire readiness of expression. [ |
had read, up to this time, very little English poetry,
Shakespeare my father had put into my hands, chiefly
for the sake of the historical plays, from which,
however, | went on to the others. O My father never
was a great admirer of Shakespeare, the English
idolatry of whom he used to attack with some severity.
O He cared little for any English poetry except
Milton (for whom he had the highest admiration),
Goldsmith, Burns, and Gray's Bard, which he
preferred to his Elegy: perhaps | may add Cowper and
Beattie. O He had some value for Spenser, and |
remember his reading to me (unlike his usual practice
of making me read to him), the first book of the Fairie
Queene; but | took little pleasure in it. [ The poetry
of the present century he saw scarcely any merit in,
and | hardly became acquainted with any of it till |
was grown up to manhood, except the metrical
romances of Walter Scott, which | read at his
recommendation and was intensely delighted with; as
| always was with animated narrative. 0 Dryden's
Poems were among my father's books, and many of
these he made me read, but | never cared for any of
them except Alexander's Feast, which, as well as
many of the songs in Walter Scott, | used to sing
internally, to a music of my own: to some of the latter,
indeed, | went so far as to compose airs, which | still
remember. [0 Cowper's short poems | read with
some pleasure, but never got far into the longer ones;
and nothing in the two volumes interested me like the
prose account of his three hares. [0 In my thirteenth
year | met with Campbell's Poems, among which
Lochiel, Hohenlinden, the Exile of Erin, and some
others, gave me sensations | had never before
experienced from poetry. (21) Here, too, | made
nothing of the longer poems, except the striking
opening of Gertrude of Wyoming, which long kept it
place in my feelings as the perfection of pathos.



