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This is how it was for me, that’s all—a disjointed
growth process in which ambition, desire, luck, and a
little talent all played a part. Don’t bother trying to
read between the lines, and don’t look for a through-
line. (DOOODOODODOOO pd)
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What Writing Is

Telepathy, of course. It’s amusing when you
stop to think about it—for years people have argued
about whether or not such a thing exists, ....All the art
depend upon telepathy to some degree, but | believe
that writing offers the purest distillation. Perhaps
I’m prejudiced, but even if | am we may as well stick
with writing, since it’s what we came here to think
and talk about.  (p95)
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Description is what makes the reader a sensory
participant in the story. Good description is a
learned skill, one of the prime reason why you cannot
succeed unless you read a lot and write a lot.  It’s not
just a question of how-to, you see; it’s also a question
of how much to. Reading will help you answer how
much, and only reams of writing will help you with
the how. You can learn only by doing.

Description begins with visualization of what it is
you want the reader to experience. It ends with your
translating what you see in your mind into words on
the page. It’s far from easy.(p171)
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