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.... For a long while I believed that her choice to do so
was a fortuitous accident. If she had remained in
Japan, her life would have been too full for her to
consider compiling her memoirs. However, in 1956
circumstances in her life led Sayuri to emigrate to the
United States. (p. 2)
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Suppose that you and I were sitting in a quiet room
overlooking a garden, chatting and siping at our cups
of green tea while we talked about something that
happened a long while ago, and I said to you, "That
afternoon when I met so-and-so ... was the very best
afternoon of my life, and also the very worst
afternoon." I expect you might put down your teacup
and say, "Well, now, which was it? Was it the best
or the worst? Because it can't possibly have been
both!".... (p. 7)
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During those first few days in that strange place, I
don't think I could have felt worse if I'd lost my arms
and legs, rather than my family and my home. I had
no doubt life would never again be the same. All I
could think of was my confusion and misery; and I
wondered day after day when I might see Setsu
again. ... (p. 45)
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Mother had told me I could begin my training
within a few months if I worked hard and behave
myself. As I learned from Pumpkin, beginning my
training meant going to a school in another section of
Gion to take lessons in things like music, dance, and
tea ceremony. .... (p. 45)
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It must have been a tough piece of squid;
Pumpikin chewed it the whole way up the gentle hill
to the wooden gate of the school complex. .... As for
the buildings, I didn't understand what I was seeing at
the moment, but I now know that only a tiny part of
the compound was devoted to the school. .... (p. 54)
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I remember again, ironically, that today more of
us in America than anywhere else in the world have
the luxury of choice between simplicity and
complication of life. And for the most part, we,
who could choose simplicity, choose complication.
War, prison, survival periods, enforce a form of
simplicity on man. The monk and the nun choose
it of their own free will. (0O OD0OO0ODOO0OO

p33)
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Naturally. How one hates to think of oneself
as alone. How one avoids it. It seems to imply
rejection or unpopularity. (p41)
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When you love someone you do not love them
all the time, in exactly the same way, from moment
to moment. It is an impossibility. It is even a lie
to pretend to. And yet this is exactly what most of

us demand. We have so little faith in the ebb and
flow of life, of love, of relationships.  (p108)
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