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"Yes, she could be ruthless," he said musingly. "I am
And yet—though she is so hard—like
stone, like marble—yet she is afraid. What is she afraid
Of‘?"

quite sure of that.
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"God bless my soul, woman, the more personal you
are the better! This is a story of human beings—not
dummies! Be personal—be prejudiced—be catty—be
anything you please! Write the thing your own way.
We can always prune out the bits that are libellous
afterwards! You go ahead. You're a sensible woman,
and you'll give a sensible common-sense account of the

business."

ooboooOobooooobooooboooooon
oobooooobobooobooooboooooon
ooooooooob40000000000000
ooooO400000000000000DOO0DOO
oooooooooooooooboooboooboon
ooboooooboooobooooboooooon
oooooooooooooooboooboooboon
ooboooooboooobooooboooooon
ooboooobOobooobooooboooooon
oooooooo 20000000000D000D00

2



gb10000000 1gboboooobobon
gboooooooobooooboooooboooo
gooobobobooooooooboooooooobo
gboooooooobooooboooooboooo
go

gboobooobobobooboobooboooboon
gboooooooobooooboooooboooo
gboboooooboboboo

g4
oobooooboooooboobooooboooobooon
gboboobodbooobooboboobdgibtdoo
gbobooobooboobobooboboon
obobo0dbDeocoDO0OD0OODOOODODOOODO
gboboodboooboobobooboboan
gbobooobooboobobOodboo OO
ooboooobooooobooo—0000o
gboboboooooboobooboboooboobann
gbobooobooboobobooboboon
ooboooooooboooboobooobooon

They went around the barn, and saw almost at once
why XXX, a bad biter but a good barker, hadn't sounded
the alarm. He lay half in and half out of a doghouse
which had been built of leftover barnboards (there was a
signboard with the word VVV neatly printed on it over
the curved hole in the front—I saw a photograph of it in
one of the papers), his head turned most of the way
around on his neck.
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"... If you had been doing your damn job you'd have
caught the murderer in the act of dumping the damn
body ...'

'Hold on, Super,' Frost interrupted. 'How could I have
caught him in the act of dumping the damn body tonight
when it's been stinking the flaming vault out for eight
weeks?' (R. D. Wingfield, Night Frost, Bantam Books, p.
57)
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'No doubt about it.
probably set off by some crude form of fuse — a candle

I'm still checking, but it was

or something.
it.'

I'll be able to tell you more when I find

'If it's crude, I'm
(Ibid., p.

'You know me," said frost.

interested." He squelched back to the drive.

9)
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I couldn't not help it. There's something about a
saloon in the shank of the evening. The way the light
streams through the windows and hit the bottles. You
drop a few ice cubes in a rock glass, hold it up, and bingo,
you've got a prism. Martinis have a quicksilver glitter
about them. Manhattans are auburn in the twilight like
the hair of your childhood sweetheart. As the sun sinks
quickly behind New Jersey, the cocktails are colder, they
reach your brain quicker. The girls are prettier. They
have an expectant air about them as if this might be the
night they meet the love of their lives. Their lips are
parted, they lean forward to listen with a bit more

attention, they laugh louder and longer. The guys are

non

on their best behavior, "pleases," "thank-yous," "excuse

mes," all over the place. You very rarely see a fight
during the cocktail hour, and almost never have to make
a forcible ejection. That comes later, in the dark of
night, when everything goes down like barbed wire, the

girls are disheveled, the guys are brooding — and all



hopes have gone for naught. (Heywood Gould, Cocktail,

Pocket Books, p. 254)
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The French peasant is an inventive man, and he
hates waste. He is reluctant to discard anything,
because he knows that one day the bald tractor tyre, the
chipped scythe, the broken hoe and the gearbox
salvaged from the 1949 Renault van will serve him
well and save him from disturbing the contents of that
deep, dark pocket where he keeps his money.
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