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I couldn't not help it. There's something about a
saloon in the shank of the evening. The way the light
streams through the windows and hit the bottles. You
drop a few ice cubes in a rock glass, hold it up, and bingo,
you've got a prism. Martinis have a quicksilver glitter
about them. Manhattans are auburn in the twilight like
the hair of your childhood sweetheart. As the sun sinks
quickly behind New Jersey, the cocktails are colder, they
reach your brain quicker. The girls are prettier. They
have an expectant air about them as if this might be the
night they meet the love of their lives. Their lips are
parted, they lean forward to listen with a bit more
attention, they laugh louder and longer. The guys are
on their best behavior, "pleases,”" "thank-yous,

mes," all over the place. You very rarely see a fight

€xcuse

during the cocktail hour, and almost never have to make
a forcible ejection. That comes later, in the dark of
night, when everything goes down like barbed wire, the
girls are disheveled, the guys are brooding -- and all
hopes have gone for naught. (Heywood Gould, Cocktail,
Pocket Books, p. 254)
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[ In this kind of detective fiction, all extraneous material is
removed. Hence, we will see no romantic interludes, no
messy involvements, and no lengthy descriptions. There
will be no deep philosophical reflections on the part of the
narrator.

There will be only the murder, ensuing

investigation, the suspects, their motives, and the mystery.
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0 The key to the success of this style of detective novel lies
in how the author deals with both the clues and the red
herrings, and it has to be said that no one bettered Agatha
Christie at this game.
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U We are instead given a light entertainment to keep mind
occupied while the body engages in an airplane ride,
sunbath on the beach, a wait for the doctor, a tale before bed.
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passions do not last forever, our true task is to survive them.
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[ ]Some men tell us that they never outlive their sense of
excitement on seeing the curtain go up at the beginning of a
play.
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U000 (He outlived his wife.)[J U He outlived his
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0000000 DQ The idea has outlived its usefulness.[
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Throughout his life, modern man is the object of influences
which are directed to the end of robbing him of trust in his
own power of thought.

--Albert Schweitzer: The Way to Humanity
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(p180 —he had a German grandmother—
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[ JHe lived ... in a fine house ..., which he had left to the
school in his will.
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[0 ]The hawthorn was exploding white and pink and red
along the hedge and the primroses were growing underneath
in little clumps, and it was beautiful.
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(b)Andrew fell in love with Frances. He was the only child

of happily married parents. Frances too was an only child.
--Iris Murdoch: The Red and the Green
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(p134) 96
There is always something to be said for remaining ignorant
of the worst. I have never told a cancer patient yet that there

is no hope any longer.
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U000 O There is something to it.(0 0 0 00 0O 0O 0)O
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(p190)d O 135

(3)There is no one single argument for democracy, any
more than there is one single form of government that
should be reckoned a democracy.

--J.R. Lucas: Democracy and Participation
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(p198) 141

Only with the experience of different subjects can anyone
make an intelligent choice of specialization in the first place,
let alone be able to see his subjects in any kind of

perspective.
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(0)...0 Only a heartless man can desert his wife, let alone
kill her.
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' None but a heartless man can desert his wife, let alone
(=still less) kill her.

0o
let alone (=still less) kill her.
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Unless a man is heartless, he cannot desert his wife,
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[0 ]Zee: you begged me, you asked me
Robert: In my cups.

Zee: You crossed your heart.

Robert: Well, I’'m uncrossing it.
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