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It was a relief to me that Pumpkin’s other classes
weren’t as painful to watch as the first one had been.
In the dance class, for example, the students practiced
the moves in unison, with the result that no one stood
out. Pumpkin wasn’t by any means the worst dancer,
and even had a certain awkward grace in the way she
moved.
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It was exquisitely lovely— as indeed it should have
been; because although I didn’t know it, I was seeing
for the first time one of the most exclusive teahouses in
all of Japan. And a teahouse isn’t for tea, you see; it’s

the place where men go to be entertained by geisha.
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Strange as it sounds, there are firms which will accept a
book they expect to lose on, and reject another which

promises a comfortable profit. They will publish “loser”

sometimes, because it reveals original talent in the author,
and they believe that in time that talent will be appreciated
by the public. Then, they will not only get their money back,
by publishing the author’s later and more successful books,
but they will have added to their reputation for discovering
good work. Similarly they may reject a certain “winner”
because, though they know it will please the uncritical
public, it is a bad book, and they would be ashamed to let
their name appear upon it.
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