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heralded the
summons of Mr. George Smiley from his dubious
The first had for its background Paris, and
for a season the boiling month of August, when Parisians
by tradition abandon their city to the scalding sunshine

Two seemingly unconnected events

retirement.

and the bus-loads of packaged tourists. (p.1)
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U The second of the two events that brought George
Smiley from his retirement occurred a few weeks after
the first, in an early autumn of the same year: not in Paris
at all, but in the once ancient, free, and Hanseatic city of
Hamburg, now almost pounded to death by the thunder
of its own prosperity; yet it remains true that nowhere
does the summer fade more aplendidly than along the
gold and orange banks of the Alster, which nobody as yet
has drained or filled with concrete.
needless to say, had seen nothing of its languorous
autumn splendour. (p. 25)

George Smiley,
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No, it wasn't awful, it was the truth, thought Smiley.
He was shot and I saw him dead. Perhaps you should
do that too. (p. 44)
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.... The inland parts of the country can for a long time
have no other market for the greater part of their goods,
but the country which lies round about them, and
separates them from the sea-coast, and the great
navigable rivers. The extent of their market, therefore,
must for a long time be in proportion to the riches and
populousness of that country, and consequently their

improvement must always be posterior to the

improvement of that country.
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